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MYTHS, MAGICAL THINKING, AND MRI: SCANNING IMPLANTABLE RHYTHM DEVICE PATIENTS
J.R. Gimbel
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MRI of device patients is relatively contraindicated. Rapid pacing, pacing inhibition, battery depletion, programming changes, and sensing and pacing abnormalities remain a concern for the clinician who wishes to provide needed MRI scanning for a device patient. Because the number of device patients that have been reportedly scanned is small and the conditions of scanning vary widely, the relative risk of scanning a particular device patient is difficult to estimate. Expert opinion varies as to the risks of scanning and importantly, how to safely scan device patients. The speaker critically examines some of the published expert opinions in this important area. A simple framework to help the everyday clinician is provided to assist scanning device patients safely.

